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Chapter 6: Recreation & Trails
PARKS
Stockton’s community park, Alex Baker Memorial Park, 
serves as the town’s primary public recreation and gathering 
space. The park includes a baseball diamond, playground, 
basketball court, skate park, large pavilion, and open turf 
area. The covered pavilion is used for Stockton Days and 
other community events when indoor space is limited. 
The site’s elevated location provides sweeping views of 
the Oquirrhs but also presents drainage and accessibility 
challenges.

Town leaders and residents see the park as one of Stockton’s 
most visible public spaces. It is also one of the few locations 
capable of accommodating large gatherings since the 
existing Town Hall lacks ADA access and adequate meeting 
space.

Survey results show that residents value and frequently use 
the town park, with half (50%) agreeing or strongly agreeing 
that it provides the amenities their families desire. However, 
a significant share (34% neutral; 16% disagree) indicated a 
more neutral position, showing room for improvement of 
park facilities.

Community Input
In a 2025 community survey (58 respondents):

•	 60% were satisfied with Stockton’s overall recreational 
opportunities.

•	 Residents most frequently engaged in outdoor activities, 
such as ATV riding (72%), hiking/trail running (56%), and 
stargazing (46%).

•	 When asked about desired additional amenities, top 
requests included:

•	 Pickleball courts (29%)

•	 Additional benches/seating (25%)

•	 Dog park and playground upgrades (23% each)

•	 Soccer fields and small-group recreation areas (14%)

Residents value the park’s small-town charm and want 
incremental, community-driven enhancements that 
residents will use and that keep maintenance affordable.
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The town park (Alex Baker Memorial Park) currently provides  
a playground, basketball court, skate park, and baseball diamond.  

The town park provides all the amenities my family and I would like. 
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Existing Conditions and Maintenance
The 2002 General Plan called for expanding the “ballpark 
area” and obtaining land for new recreation opportunities. 
The 2020 plan reaffirmed that Alex Baker Memorial Park is 
Stockton’s core recreational asset, recommending continued 
investment in maintenance, shade, and gathering spaces.

Since that time, the Town has invested in the baseball 
diamond, installing a quality dirt infield. The playground 
and skatepark are still in good condition but show signs of 
aging. Maintenance depends heavily on volunteer support 
and limited municipal resources. As the regional population 
grows and demand for recreation increases, long-term 
maintenance funding and safety improvements will become 
increasingly important. The park’s hillside location also 
presents challenges related to drainage, erosion, and ADA 
accessibility, which should be addressed through phased 
upgrades.

Vision
Alex Baker Memorial Park will continue to serve as the heart 
of Stockton’s community life. Incremental improvements 
will expand its usability across all ages and seasons while 
maintaining sustainable and water-wise operations.

Which additional amenities would you 
like, if any? Only select amenities you or 
someone in your household would use.

56 Responses

Pickleball Court → 28.6%

Additional Benches/Seating → 25%

Dog Park → 23.2%

Playground Upgrades → 23.2%

No Additional Amenities → 17.9%

Soccer Fields → 14.3%

Tennis Court → 10.7%

Volleyball → 7.1%
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Regional Open Space
Tooele County is committed to supporting open space and trails. In the 2022 Tooele County General Plan, the County 
provides regional open space and trails maps and outlines this implementation strategy:

Preserve planned trail and multi-use path corridors and natural open space and greenways as established by the 
open space and land use maps. When new development is proposed, corresponding development agreements 
should include the need to preserve, incorporate, and improve open spaces as shown on the land use and open 
space maps. Doing so will help safeguard the rural nature, recreation opportunities, and historic and cultural 
sites of the County. One specific example of an historical site that should be preserved is the Stockton Sandbar. 
Implementation of this section would require the preservation of this site.¹

By coordinating with Tooele County, Stockton can contribute to shared regional efforts to enhance recreational opportunities. 
This will benefit both Stockton and the County as a whole.
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TRAILS
Importance of Trails
Trails are a simple, cost effective, and publicly supported way 
to promote physical, emotional, mental, spiritual, and social 
health. Trails connect people to their environment and spur 
economic activity. With all these benefits, its little wonder 
Stockton residents are so supportive of efforts to expand 
and grow the trails network.

Stockton’s surrounding foothills and canyons offer 
outstanding opportunities for trail-based recreation—from 
ATV and jeep routes to hiking, horseback riding, trail running, 
and stargazing. Surveys show that trail use is central to local 
life: 72% of residents ride ATVs, 56% hike or trail run, and 
46% stargaze. 

Despite strong local use, the town has no formal trail system 
or dedicated trailhead, and most existing routes cross private 
property east of town before connecting to State of Utah 
and BLM lands. These informal access routes are essential for 
recreation and public safety response, yet their future access 
is uncertain as ownership or land uses change over time.

What local recreational opportunities do 
you most frequently do?  

(Select all that apply)
57 Responses

ATV → 71.9%

Hike/Trail Run → 56.1%

Stargaze → 45.6%

Hunt → 38.6%

Fish → 35.1%

Horseback Riding → 17.5%
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The breadth of trails accessible from Stockton’s backdoor was 
documented in Tooele County’s Oquirrh Mountains Trails 
Plan, which mapped existing trails and identified property 
ownership patterns. Several of these routes traverse private 
property, and the County is actively pursuing easements or 
alignment adjustments to preserve long-term public access. 

Hazard data highlight the need for careful siting: 
erosion-prone soils, flood zones, and wildfire areas 
border much of Stockton’s eastern edge. Trail 
planning must protect natural drainage, minimize 
erosion, and support emergency vehicle access 

where feasible.
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The Tooele County General Plan also designates a regional trail corridor passing through Stockton, though it remains 
conceptual and unbuilt. This includes two corridors—one crossing town east-west and another running along the highway. 
The future trail corridors present a valuable opportunity for Stockton to plan local trail access, secure easements, and 
coordinate with County and State partners to connect its residents to the broader regional network. 
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In Fall 2025, UDOT released the Utah Trail Network Master Plan. This plan also includes a multi-use trail located along SR 36. 
This trail connects into a statewide multi-use trail system. UDOT has designated the 5.9-mile-long segment from Tooele to 
Stockton as a “Base Network Trail Project.” This indicates that it is a high-priority project. The 21-mile segment south from 
Stockton to Fairfield is designated as a “Vision Corridor.” This means the project is part of UDOT’s longer-term goals for the 
trail network, but it is not an immediate high-priority project. 

Trail Improvements, Maintenance, and Coordination
Although most trails lie outside Stockton’s municipal boundaries, they remain essential for residents and are used frequently 
for recreation and access to public lands. At times, trail usage has resulted in littering, and clean-up days have proven 
successful. By partnering with Tooele County and State and Federal land management agencies, Stockton can continue 
supporting a vibrant trail system that is a fundamental part of Stockton’s way of life.
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RECREATION & TRAILS GOALS

Goal 1: Maintain and Enhance Alex Baker Memorial Park

A. Continue to diversify amenities to support 
recreation and events

1 Phase in small-scale amenities such as 
pickleball courts or playground upgrades 
based on community priorities and funding

2 Continue to host and expand community 
traditions like Stockton Days and youth sports

3 Explore partnerships for additional community 
activities

B. Improve comfort, accessibility, and 
appearance

1 Add shade structures, benches, and ADA-
accessible paths

2 When light fixtures need to be replaced or 
installed, use Dark Sky–compliant fixtures

A. Maintain park quality and operations

1
Establish and periodically review a Park 
Maintenance Plan that schedules inspections, 
turf care, equipment replacement, and 
volunteer clean-up days

2 Incorporate water-wise landscaping and 
efficient irrigation systems consistent with the 
Town’s water conservation goals

3 Explore ways to increase funding through 
youth sports use fees, grants, and community 
donations

Goal 2: Strengthen the Park’s Role as the Civic and Social Heart of Stockton

B. Plan for sustainable growth

1 Consider requiring impact fees for new 
subdivisions to support park improvements to 
maintain the same level of service

2 Pursue grants for phased park upgrades and 
accessibility projects
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A. Protect and formalize key trail access routes

1 Identify and map existing informal routes and 
historic access roads connecting Stockton to 
adjacent public lands

2 Determine the legal status of existing access 
roads

3 Work with willing private landowners to 
establish trail easements or access agreements

4 Coordinate with the County and other 
agencies to determine regional alignments

Goal 3: Establish Safe, Sustainable Trail Connections that Link Stockton Residents to 
Surrounding Public Lands and the Regional Trail Network

B. Improve access and connectivity for local 
users

1 Include trail connections and easements in 
new subdivisions to link neighborhoods with 
regional trails

2 Coordinate with volunteer groups such 
as Jeep Utah, UTV Utah, and faith-based 
organizations to host trail clean-up days

3 Collaborate with Tooele County and state/
federal agencies to pursue trail grants

4 Coordinate with the Stockton Fire Department 
and Tooele County Emergency Management 
to support emergency and wildfire access

SOURCES
¹ Tooele County General Plan 2022, Open Space and 
Recreation Element, implementation strategy #2 (page 
56, https://cms3.revize.com/revize/tooelecountyut/Document%20
Center/Department/Development/General%20Plan/tooele-county-
general-plan-2022.pdf).
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Chapter 7: Economic Development
ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT
Stockton’s economy is largely shaped by its geography. 
With only a handful of local businesses and most residents 
commuting to Tooele or the Salt Lake Valley for work, 
Stockton has long operated as a quiet, rural community 
rather than a commercial hub. Yet residents consistently 
express a desire for a few more everyday conveniences 
close to home. This Economic Development Element looks 
at where Stockton stands today and identifies opportunities 
to strengthen the local economy while keeping the town’s 
small-town identity front and center.

CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
AND WORKFORCE ANALYSIS
Employment & Economy
Stockton’s economy is closely tied to the region. Most 
residents commute to work, with an average commute time 
of nearly half an hour. Most jobs are located in Tooele or 
the Salt Lake Valley, and only a small number of businesses 
operate within town.

Worker Inflow-Outflow from the US Census Bureau

INSERT STOCKTON PHOTO
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Key Industries
The table below shows the top five NAICS sectors that 
employ the most Stockton residents from most to least 
common. Median earnings for each sector in the greater 
Tooele County over the past 12 months are provided in 
the right column and include both part-time and full-time 
workers. These figures reflect Stockton residents only. They 
exclude individuals who work in town but live elsewhere. 
The top three industries among Stockton residents are 
construction (15.26%), educational services (14.08%), and 
retail trade (13.38%).

Industry Stockton 
Total

Stockton 
Percentage

2023 
Tooele 
County 
Median 
Earnings

Construction 65 15.26% $59,675

Educational 
Services 60 14.08% $45,989

Retail Trade 57 13.38% $34,811
Public 

Administration 56 13.15% $63,125

Wholesale 
Trade 36 8.45% $61,489

Table 1: Stockton Residents’ Employment by Sector

Local Occupations
The figures below represent the number of Stockton 
residents employed in the top five occupation categories, 
as reported by the Census Bureau. The right column lists 
the annual median earnings for each occupation in Tooele 
County, including both part-time and full-time workers. These 
earnings reflect cumulative income across all employment 
types in each category. The three most common occupations 
among Stockton residents are transportation (22.54%), office 
and administrative support (13.15%), and production (11.97%).

Occupation Stockton 
Total

Stockton 
Percentage

2023 
Tooele 
County 
Median 
Earnings

Transportation 
Occupations 96 22.54% $67,205

Office and 
Administrative 

Support 
Occupations

56 13.15% $38,713

Production 
Occupations 51 11.97% $49,856

Business and 
Financial 

Operations 
Occupations

43 10.09% $70,194

Construction 
and Extraction 
Occupations

37 8.69% $60,405

Table 2: Stockton Residents’ Employment by Occupation 
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Occupational Makeup

54.7% White-Collar

34.7% Blue-Collar

10.6% Service Industry

Workforce Characteristics
Stockton’s population of 679 includes approximately 62 
percent (421 residents) between the ages of 18 and 64. The 
town’s median age is 41.1, and households average 3.27 
people.

Educational Attainment
Stockton’s residents show a strong educational background, 
with 94.2 percent having completed high school or higher. 
Nearly half have attended some college, 15.2 percent hold 
an associate’s degree, and 9 percent of residents have 
earned a Bachelor’s degree.

The town has an educational foundation that is comparable 
to other cities and towns in Tooele County.

Stockton Total Stockton 
Percentage

No High School 
Diploma 31 5.8%

High School 
Graduate/GED 114 21.4%

Some College, No 
Degree 258 48.5%

Associate's Degree 81 15.2%

Bachelor's Degree 48 9.0%

Graduate or 
Professional 

Degree
0 0.0%

High School 
Graduate or 

Higher
501 94.2%

Bachelor's Degree 
or Higher 48 9.0%

Table 3: Stockton Residents’ Educational Attainment 

Most residents commute for 
employment.

81.6% 
drive alone, while only 8.1% 
carpool, and 0% use public 

transport, walk, or bike. 
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Income Analysis
Stockton’s household incomes are generally in line with 
the rest of Tooele County. The town’s median household 
income is $92,857, and the mean is $100,703, slightly below 
county averages. Per capita income shows a similar pattern 
at $34,467 compared to $37,365 countywide. These figures 
should be interpreted cautiously, as they are based on a small 
sample. Additional discussion of data limitations appears in 
chapter 2.

Stockton also reports a similar, but slightly lower, poverty rate 
(4.5%) than Tooele County (4.7%). This suggests a smaller 
proportion of residents may be living below the poverty 
line and demonstrates comparatively stronger household 
financial conditions in Stockton.
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Market Analysis
While residents often travel to nearby communities for 
goods and services, there are opportunities to strengthen 
Stockton’s commercial base and better meet local needs. 
Maximizing the use of land and buildings requires identifying 
services and amenities that are both feasible and beneficial 
for the community. A December 2024 market gap analysis 
using Claritas Market Analysis data identified retail and 
service categories where residents commonly shop online or 
travel elsewhere, highlighting opportunities to introduce new 
businesses. The analysis considered two main development 
priorities:

•	 ROI-focused uses that deliver strong economic returns for 
private property owners.

•	 Civic-minded uses that enhance the quality of life and 
meet community needs.

Target Market Area
The analysis identified three key drive-time trade areas within 
and around Stockton:

•	 5-minute drive: Residents rely on nearby services and 
retail for daily needs.

•	 10-minute drive: Residents have access to a broader range 
of commercial options and may travel within the area for 
specialty goods or services.

•	 15-minute drive: Residents from neighboring communities 
may visit periodically for events, unique offerings, or 
regional services.

Map showing 5-, 10-, and 15-minute drive time areas
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Missing Sectors
The market gap analysis identified unmet demand in various 
retail sectors, presenting opportunities for community-wide 
growth and development. Addressing these gaps can 
strengthen Stockton’s local economy, support small business 
development, and help retain sales tax revenue within the 
city.

This data is sourced from a combination of consumer surveys, 
transaction data, and government sources, including the 
U.S. Census Bureau of Labor Statistics. The report estimates 
and compares retail supply (sales) and demand (potential 
spending) to identify opportunity gaps where consumer 
spending exceeds local retail sales, signaling potential for new 
businesses. It is not guaranteed that Stockton will capture 
all of this opportunity gap, especially within the 15-minute 
drive time. However, there is an opportunity for Stockton 
to capture a substantial portion of this demand, particularly 
within the 5-minute drive time.

Stockton’s retail opportunity gap indicates potential for 
additional businesses to enter the market and meet unmet 
local demand. By comparing this gap to the average sales per 
retail establishment in Utah from the 2017 Economic Census, 
we can estimate the number of businesses that could be 
supported in various retail categories within the drive-time 
areas. Even when the estimate is less than one establishment, 
it may still justify a small-scale or niche business. This analysis 
can guide efforts to attract new retailers, support business 
expansion, and strengthen Stockton’s local economy.

NAICS Sector 5-Min. Drive 
Time

10-Min. Drive 
Time

15-Min. Drive 
Time

Supermarkets and Other 
Grocery (Except Convenience) 

Stores (NAICS 44511)
$2,103,157 $24,905,090 $9,300,667

Gasoline Stations (NAICS 447) $1,634,925 $19,463,052 $49,009,727

NAICS Sector
Potential 

Establishments 
(5-Min.)

Potential 
Establishments 

(10-Min.)

Potential 
Establishments 

(20-Min.)

Supermarkets and Other 
Grocery (Except Convenience) 

Stores (NAICS 44511)
0.15 1.76 0.66

Gasoline Stations (NAICS 447) 0.30 3.61 9.09

Start-Up or Growth Opportunities
The following business types show the highest opportunity 
gaps within the 5-minute drive time area, with market 
demand sufficient to support at least one new establishment 
based on Utah’s average sales per business. These sectors 
also show strong potential within the 10- and 20-minute 
drive time areas. They align with Stockton’s character and are 
focused on small-scale, day-to-day retail and dining rather 
than regional services, which is consistent with community 
survey results and the recommendations in the economic 
chapter of this General Plan.

Small-Scale Market (NAICS 44511)
A small-scale grocery store represents one of the strongest 
retail opportunities in Stockton, with unmet demand 
exceeding $2.1 million within a 5-minute drive. While some 
basic grocery items are available locally, most residents rely 
on the stores located in Tooele for their full shopping needs. 
Community survey responses consistently emphasized the 
need for more convenient access to everyday essentials. 
A compact, community-oriented grocery store could help 
address this gap, encourage local spending, and keep sales 
tax dollars local. 
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These stores:

•	 are ideally located along S Conner Avenue (SR-36), where 
they benefit from visibility, convenient access, and sufficient 
parking;

•	 enhance community self-sufficiency by providing staple 
goods without requiring a trip out of town;

•	 generate consistent daily traffic that supports and 
complements other nearby businesses;

•	 can operate at a scale appropriate to Stockton’s size 
while still offering fresh produce, dry goods, dairy, and 
household necessities; and

•	 align directly with resident input, which calls for a grocery 
option within town limits.

Gasoline Stations (NAICS 447)
Stockton currently has one fueling option, but market 
data shows unmet demand exceeding $1.6 million within 
a 5-minute drive. This suggests the potential to support 
additional fueling capacity or expanded services such as 
convenience retail or quick food offerings. Survey responses 
indicate a strong interest in more everyday amenities, and 
a second station or improvements to the existing offering 
could better serve residents and increase spending in town.

In particular, there is strong potential for a hybrid gas station 
and market model that offers more than fuel: stocking 
essential grocery items, snacks, household goods, and 
prepared foods. This type of offering can fill a critical service 
gap by providing daily necessities without requiring a trip out 
of town, especially for households with limited transportation 
flexibility.

These types of stations:

•	 are most effective when located on or near S Conner 
Avenue (SR-36), with convenient access for both residents 
and pass-through drivers;

•	 benefit from steady vehicle traffic and can anchor small-
scale commercial activity.

•	 offer opportunities for co-location with other 
neighborhood-serving retail or services.; and

•	 address a clear service gap and align with community 
interests in reducing out-of-town trips for essential goods.

Example of a hybrid gas station/food market
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CURRENT COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL MARKET CONDITIONS
Vacancy Rates and Leasing Activity
The commercial and industrial real estate market in Stockton 
reflects broader regional trends in Tooele County.

•	 Office Space: Local office space is limited, and vacancy 
data specific to Stockton is not tracked independently. 
Most office demand is met through small-scale or 
home-based businesses.

•	 Retail Space: Retail leasing activity in Stockton is minimal. 
Most commercial activity is clustered along SR-36. Vacancy 
rates are not formally reported, but anecdotal evidence 
suggests a stable or slightly declining market due to 
limited supply.

•	 Industrial Properties: Tooele County’s industrial vacancy 
rate is 11 percent, with 7,275,889 sq. ft. of total inventory 
and 514,780 sq. ft. delivered in 2024. Stockton’s share of 
this activity is very limited, if it exists at all.

Different Sectors in the Community
Stockton’s economy includes activity in the retail and 
restaurant sectors:

•	 Retail: The town issues business licenses for commercial 
uses, but only a handful of retail businesses are currently 
active. New retail development is constrained by 
infrastructure capacity and market size.

•	 Restaurant: The town issues business licenses for food 
service uses, but only a small number of restaurants 
operate locally. El Chile Verde Burrito serves as a popular 
local option, but overall, restaurant development is 
limited.

•	 Service: Stockton’s private services include a local auto 
repair shop (BK Garage) and specialized animal-related 
businesses, such as a private conservation zoo and a 
dog breeding operation. While limited in number, 
these services reflect the town’s rural character and 
entrepreneurial activity.

20-Year Future Projections 
Stockton’s economic growth over the next 20 years is likely 
to center around a few key opportunity areas. While large-
scale commercial development is unlikely, targeted growth 
can occur through small-business expansion, light industrial 
activity, and strategic use of underutilized land.

Key areas with potential for future economic development 
include:

•	 State Route 36 Corridor: With existing access and 
visibility, this corridor is well-positioned for incremental 
development in the suburban area, including service-
oriented businesses, light industrial uses, a commercial 
strip, and logistics operations that do not require major 
infrastructure investments.

•	 Home-Based and Remote Businesses: Given Stockton’s 
rural character, the rise in remote work and home-
based enterprises presents a unique opportunity for 
economic diversification. Supporting these through policy 
and increased broadband access could yield meaningful 
employment growth. In addition, the development 
of a small-business office complex, potentially 
including medical and professional office spaces, could 
provide flexible workspace options for remote workers, 
entrepreneurs, and service providers seeking a local 
presence.

Future economic growth will depend on maintaining and 
improving key infrastructure, addressing regulatory barriers, 
and pursuing partnerships with Tooele County and regional 
entities to align incentives and resources with Stockton’s local 
priorities.
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Community Services

Access and Infrastructure
•	 Groceries, healthcare facilities, and educational institutions 

are located nearby in Tooele.

•	 Internet access is limited to a single provider offering basic 
service; satellite options are available but more expensive.

Community Feedback Highlights
•	 Strong interest in a local grocery store or general market

•	 Concerns about the affordability and reliability of internet 
service

•	 Desire for more engagement and visibility from Town 
leadership

•	 Limited access to local contractors and service providers

Economic Development Opportunities

Key Opportunities
State Route 36 Corridor: This visible and heavily-
traveled corridor provides a prime location for commercial 
development, especially for local businesses that would 
benefit from high-volume traffic. Increased growth along this 
road can support the necessary economic activity proposed 
without affecting the existing infrastructure.

Small-Scale Market: Based on unmet demand for grocery 
options and community insistence, a compact grocery 
store would provide residents convenient access to daily 
necessities without having to leave town limits.

Gasoline Stations: The market analysis showed additional 
demand for increased fueling stations, creating an 
opportunity to introduce a hybrid gas station model that 
would offer fuel, basic grocery items, and prepared foods 
in one stop.

Remote & Home-Based Businesses: The rise of remote 
work and the addition of flexible office spaces provide an 
opportunity for Stockton to expand its economy without 
creating large-scale commercial development. Supporting 
these businesses by also increasing broadband access can 
attract professionals and encourage job creation. 

External Funding and Project Funding Resources
Various state, federal, and regional funding programs are 
available to support economic-related initiatives in Stockton.

Available Funding
•	 Enterprise Zone Tax Credit: Promotes economic 

development and business growth in rural areas of the 
state.

•	 Rural Business Development Grant: This program is 
designed to provide technical assistance and training for 
small rural businesses.

•	 Rural County Grant: For rural county governments 
supporting economic development planning, projects, 
and activities.

•	 Rural Communities Opportunity Grant: Available 
to rural counties, cities, and towns to support unique 
economic development projects and activities.

•	 Economic Assistance Grant: Up to a $200,000 grant 
for Utah businesses that promote and support economic 
opportunity and provide a service related to industry, 
education, community development, or infrastructure 
connected to the state’s five targeted industries.

•	 Cooperative Marketing Program Grant: Designed to 
leverage both state and partner funding to enhance the 
visitor economy and increase tax revenue.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Goal 1: Improve Access to Everyday Goods and Services in Stockton

A. Match new development to the town’s 
infrastructure capacity

1 Allow commercial rezonings only on parcels 
with adequate water, sewer, public safety 
access, and safe traffic conditions

2 Use a simple infrastructure review checklist 
when evaluating commercial proposals

3 Limit the number of new driveways along 
SR-36 by encouraging shared access and 
shared parking

B. Make it easier for residents to run home-
based or small local businesses

1 Update the home-based business section of 
the Development Code to allow low-impact 
occupations with simple standards

2 Work with Tooele County and internet 
providers to improve broadband reliability

3 Consider a small, shared office or co-working 
space for remote workers and local service 
providers

A. Encourage small businesses that meet daily 
needs

1 Focus new commercial uses along S. Conner 
Avenue (SR-36) where access and utilities 
already exist

2 Prioritize businesses that fill clear gaps, such as 
a small grocery or a combined gas station and 
market

3 Give preference to the reuse of existing 
buildings before considering new commercial 
zoning

Goal 2: Direct Commercial Growth to Locations That Can Handle It

B. Maintain Stockton’s small-town character 
along SR-36

1 Adopt basic design and signage standards 
that fit Stockton’s scale and rural setting

2 Limit large regional retail or high-intensity 
uses not suited to Stockton’s market size or 
infrastructure

3 Use a corridor overlay or updated RC zoning 
standards to guide neighborhood-sized 
commercial activity

A. Pursue outside funding and regional 
coordination

1 Apply for rural county grants, rural business 
development grants, and other state or 
federal programs relevant to Stockton’s needs

2 Coordinate with Tooele County on broadband 
upgrades, small-business assistance, and 
infrastructure planning

3 Maintain a list of potential grants and match 
them with projects as they arise

Goal 3: Build Long-Term Economic Stability Through Partnerships and Efficient Use of Land

B. Use land and existing buildings carefully to 
avoid unnecessary expansion

1 Identify vacant or underused commercial 
spaces and share them with potential 
businesses

2 Prioritize infill and reuse before extending 
utilities to new areas

3 Allow light industrial or service uses only in 
locations already suited for truck access, noise, 
and utility needs
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Chapter 8: Water Use & Preservation
WATER USE AND CONSERVATION 
Water: Stockton’s defining natural constraint
While the Town’s sewer system currently has sufficient 
treatment capacity, the availability of culinary water and the 
quantity of transferable water rights are limited. Stockton’s 
water system depends on local springs and groundwater 
sources that fluctuate with seasonal and climatic conditions.

Water Sources
Rush Lake serves as the area’s primary surface water feature, 
supported mainly by inflows from groundwater and a 
network of small springs that discharge into the basin. The 
lake has undergone dramatic shifts in both depth and surface 
area over time, reflecting the region’s variable climate and 
hydrologic conditions. By the spring of 2020, the basin was 
nearly dry, with little or no visible standing water.

Beneath the surrounding landscape, groundwater occurs in 
two distinct systems. A shallow aquifer provides base flow 
to Rush Lake and nearby perennial springs but generally 
exhibits poor water quality, making it unsuitable for domestic 
use. Below this, at roughly 200 feet beneath the surface, 

lies a deep aquifer that supplies private wells and regional 
groundwater users. Current studies indicate that these two 
systems are largely hydraulically separate, with no evidence 
of direct interaction.

The Town of Stockton’s culinary water system draws from 
Soldier Canyon Springs, located southeast of town at the 
base of the Oquirrh Mountains. This source has provided 
Stockton’s drinking water since the town’s founding in 1863.

In 1950, a Utah Circuit Court decree (based on Division of 
Water Rights guidance) allocated 210 gallons per minute 
(gpm) for municipal use between April 1 and October 31, 
and 490 gpm from November 1 through March 31, with 
remaining flow reserved for agricultural users through the 
Soldier Canyon Irrigation Company.

A sand filtration treatment plant was installed in 1985, 
following flood damage to the original collection system in 
1983.

Historically, the springs produced over 500 gpm into the 
early 2000s, but recent surveys show a significant decline in 
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flow. In 2021, inflows to the treatment plant averaged 220 
gpm, falling to 160 gpm by April 2022 and 130 gpm by 
November 2022.

To supplement the diminishing spring yield, the Town drilled 
an emergency well in 2008 and is now pursuing funding 
for a new production well to stabilize long-term supply. 
Stockton currently maintains two water storage tanks with a 
combined capacity of approximately 750,000 gallons, which 
are served by the slow sand filtration plant.

Recent hydrologic assessments confirm that flow from 
Soldier Canyon continues to decline, likely due to reduced 
precipitation, prolonged drought, and spring depletion at 
both the Right-Hand Fork and Left-Hand Fork tributaries of 
the canyon. By late 2022, only one spring in Right-Hand Fork 
remained active, and just a few in Left-Hand Fork produced 
measurable flow.

Due to these constraints, Stockton has, at times, imposed 
water use restrictions and a temporary moratorium on new 
residential connections until additional supply is secured. 
The 2021 Tooele County Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan also 
identifies water shortage, flood risk, and infrastructure 
vulnerability as major community hazards, recommending 
continued investment in potable water expansion, drought 
ordinances, and code updates to improve resilience.

•	 Limited Supply: Existing sources are nearly fully 
allocated; future growth will require new water 
development, acquisition, or transfers.

•	 Aging Infrastructure: Portions of the distribution 
system need upgrades to maintain reliability and fire 
flow capacity.

•	 Growth Pressures: Expansion in the South Rim and 
southern areas is increasing demand on an already 
limited supply, including areas outside town limits.

•	 Funding Constraints: Grant opportunities (e.g., 
CDBG, Utah Drinking Water Board) exist but depend 
on updated income data—an ongoing challenge for 
Stockton.

•	 Climate Resilience: Drought and shifting precipitation 
patterns threaten surface and groundwater recharge, 
underscoring the need for long-term water planning.

Challenges & Future Needs
Water Rights and Dedication Ordinance
Stockton requires developers to dedicate sufficient water 
rights to the Town before new subdivisions or expanded 
service can be approved. Under the Town’s water ordinance, 
each development must provide water rights equal to at least 
three acre-feet per acre of land developed, with adjustments 
based on use and verified by the Town Engineer. The intention 
is for Stockton to grow only as fast as its water supply allows. 
It is the Town’s most important tool for maintaining long-
term fiscal and environmental sustainability.

Stockton Municipal Water
The Stockton Municipal Water System provides service to all 
properties within the town limits as well as to a limited number 
of properties located just outside the municipal boundary. 
The number of water connections has remained relatively 
stable, as the town’s overall population has remained steady.

Since at least 2015, all water usage is metered and the 
distribution reflects the land uses in Stockton. 

Annual water use within the Stockton Municipal Water 
System has ranged from roughly 130 to 200 acre-feet per 
year, with most variation driven by improvements in system 
efficiency and natural climatic variability.¹
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The most recent GIS water main map. Some unmapped 
growth may have occurred.
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Total Number of Connections
Year Residential Commercial Industrial Institutional Total ERC Value
2024 279 4 0 5 288 303.27
2023 281 4 0 5 290 307.14
2022 280 4 0 5 289 306.27
2021 280 4 0 5 289 306.88
2020 280 4 0 5 289 303.64
2019 280 3 0 5 288 303.07
2018 280 3 0 5 288 308.95
2017 281 2 0 5 288 290.72

Total Use in Acre Feet
Year Residential Commercial Industrial Institutional Total (ACFT)
2024 279 4 0 5 288
2023 281 4 0 5 290
2022 280 4 0 5 289
2021 280 4 0 5 289
2020 280 4 0 5 289
2019 280 3 0 5 288
2018 280 3 0 5 288
2017 281 2 0 5 288



67Stockton General Plan 2026

6Water Use & Preservation 8

By promoting water-wise landscaping 
and water-efficient appliances, Stockton 
can work toward the Salt Lake regional 
goal of an 11% reduction in water use.

Year Total  
(Ac Ft)

2024 173.28

2023 152.6

2022 156.54

2021 134.49

2020 134

2019 131.63

2018 164.64

2017 203.6
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Water Infrastructure Management
Stockton’s water system is adequate for its current population 
but will need investment and expansion to accommodate 
any future growth. Priority improvements include:

•	 Upgrading lines and storage capacity to support existing 
users and provide redundancy.

•	 Developing existing spring rights owned by the Town.

•	 Continuing to monitor and maintain source protection 
zones in coordination with Tooele County and the Utah 
Division of Drinking Water.

•	 Conducting periodic system assessments to identify leaks, 
inefficiencies, or infrastructure vulnerabilities.

New development will continue to be required to pay 
its way through impact fees, dedication of water rights, 
and infrastructure extensions consistent with the Town’s 
standards and capacity.

Water Conservation
Stockton’s water supply is finite and increasingly vulnerable to 
drought cycles and growth-related demand. Conservation 
and thoughtful water use is vital for the Town to be able 
to provide sustainable water resources. While conservation 
efforts may require resources and effort, it helps delay 
or eliminate the need for costly water infrastructure 
development. To reduce overall demand and strengthen 
resilience to future shortages, Stockton is pursuing the 
following policies:

1. Encourage Water-Wise Landscaping: Promote the use of drought-tolerant and locally adapted plant 
species for public and private landscaping. Encourage xeriscaping principles that reduce irrigation needs 
while preserving neighborhood character and aesthetics.

2. Leak Detection and System Maintenance: Implement a routine leak detection and repair program for the 
municipal distribution system to minimize water loss and maintain service reliability. Support the use of modern 
monitoring technologies to identify and address inefficiencies.

3. Drought Response Planning: Adopt and periodically update a Drought Response Policy outlining 
voluntary and mandatory conservation measures during periods of water shortage. Ensure that public 
communication during drought conditions is timely, consistent, and accessible.

4.
Public Education and Outreach: Conduct regular outreach campaigns to educate residents, businesses, 
and institutions on water conservation practices. Provide information about water-efficient fixtures, irrigation 
scheduling, and household water-saving techniques through the Town website, utility bills, and community 
events.

5. Development Standards and Incentives: Incorporate water efficiency standards into subdivision and site 
development processes. Encourage the installation of high-efficiency fixtures, smart irrigation controllers, and 
water reuse systems in new development and retrofits.

6. Regional Coordination: Coordinate with neighboring communities, Tooele County, and the Utah Division of 
Water Resources to align conservation programs and pursue joint funding opportunities.
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Water Quality
Stockton’s culinary water originates in Soldier Canyon, a 
critical natural watershed that supplies the Town’s entire 
water system. The community’s location between the 
Oquirrh Mountains and Rush Lake creates both opportunity 
and vulnerability—while the surrounding terrain provides 
clean mountain water, it also exposes the Town to flooding, 
erosion, drought, and contamination risks.

In 2022, the Jacob City Fire burned over 4,500 acres in 
Soldier Canyon just southeast of town. This fire threated 
water resources, and resulted in a temporary shutdown 
of the water treatment facility. The burn scars resulted in 
summer flooding. The Town of Stockton partnered with 
DWR, BLM, SITLA, and Utah County to oversee rehabilitation 
of the burn area, including aerial reseeding, erosion control, 
re-establishment of native plants, and habitat restoration.  

Maintaining a reliable, safe, and sustainable water supply 
is therefore one of Stockton’s highest public health and 
environmental priorities.

Issues and Challenges
•	 Source protection: Soldier Canyon’s watershed is open to 

recreation and grazing, increasing the risk of contamination 
from runoff, livestock, or off-highway vehicles.

•	 Aging infrastructure: System improvements are needed 
to reduce water loss and meet future demand.

•	 Limited treatment capacity: Current filtration facilities 
are near their long-term limits.

•	 Stormwater and drainage: Urban runoff and flash 
flooding from steep slopes can carry sediment and 
pollutants.

•	 Soils: The Town sits at the convergence of steep foothills, 
erodible soils, and shallow groundwater, creating flood-
prone and runoff-sensitive areas.

•	 Groundwater Contamination: For properties remaining 
on a septic system, maintenance is important to prevent 
groundwater contamination.
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WATER USE & PRESERVATION GOALS

Goal 1: Maintain a Reliable, Efficient, and Safe Municipal Water System

A. Match growth to available water supply

1 Continue requiring dedication of water rights 
before approving new development 

2 Verify water availability prior to subdivision 
approval

3 Update the Capital Improvements Plan to 
ensure new growth funds required system 
upgrades

B. Improve system reliability and capacity

1 Complete development of existing Soldier 
Canyon spring rights and pursue new well 
construction to supplement declining flows

2 Maintain and upgrade existing storage tanks, 
mains, and the filtration system

3 Continue annual leak detection and system 
maintenance programs

4 Coordinate with Tooele County and the Division 
of Drinking Water on system compliance and 
source protection

C. Prepare for emergencies and drought

1 Maintain an Emergency Water Supply and 
Drought Response Plan

2 Provide clear public communication during 
shortages or restrictions

3 Work with County and State partners to 
improve drought and hazard preparedness

Goal 2: Protect Stockton’s Water Quality and Watershed Resources

A. Safeguard the Soldier Canyon watershed

1 Coordinate with Tooele County and State 
agencies to maintain source protection zones

2 Limit recreation, livestock, and grading near 
water sources where contamination risk exists

3 Support post-fire watershed rehabilitation and 
erosion control projects

B. Maintain compliance with drinking water 
standards

1 Continue regular water testing and publish 
results in the Consumer Confidence Report

2 Maintain and operate the sand filtration 
treatment system

3 Implement cross-connection and backflow 
prevention programs

4 Monitor septic system impacts and coordinate 
with Tooele County Health Department
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SOURCES
¹ Stockton Water Data: https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/
asp_apps/viewEditPWS/pwsView.asp?SYSTEM_ID=1049

Goal 3: Encourage Efficient Water Use and Community Conservation

A. Promote water-wise landscaping and 
household conservation

1 Encourage drought-tolerant and 'localscape' 
design for new development

2 Educate residents on water conservation best 
practices

3 Encourage use of low-flow fixtures and efficient 
irrigation systems

B. Plan for long-term drought resilience

1 Adopt clear water-use restriction stages during 
drought conditions

2 Communicate conservation needs early and 
consistently

3 Seek regional assistance for drought response 
and recovery

Goal 4: Protect Stockton’s Water Quality and Watershed Resources

A. Collaborate regionally to improve water 
security

1 Participate in Tooele County and State water 
planning and hazard mitigation efforts

2 Pursue funding and infrastructure 
opportunities, including shared opportunities 
with nearby communities

3 Maintain active coordination with the Division 
of Drinking Water and Department of 
Environmental Quality

B. Maintain accurate water data and system 
records

1 Track annual water use and report to the 
Division of Drinking Water

2 Monitor per-capita use and system loss to 
identify areas for improvement

3 Keep accurate maps and inventories of water 
lines, valves, and facilities

https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/asp_apps/viewEditPWS/pwsView.asp?SYSTEM_ID=1049
https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/asp_apps/viewEditPWS/pwsView.asp?SYSTEM_ID=1049
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Chapter 9: Natural Resources and Hazards
NATURAL HAZARDS
Stockton’s setting at the base of the Oquirrh Mountains 
exposes the community to a variety of natural hazards. 
These include earthquakes, flooding, debris flows, problem 
soils, erosion, and wildfire, along with potential secondary 
impacts such as landslides and hazardous materials releases. 
The 2021 Tooele County Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan outlines 
natural hazards, specific threats—including parcel locations 
and land uses—and mitigation strategies. The intent of this 
General Plan is to support, follow, and incorporate Tooele 
County’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan. 

Because Stockton is a small community with limited 
emergency staffing, the Town relies heavily on Tooele County 
Emergency Management, regional fire and law enforcement 
services, and the Tooele County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (2021) for hazard mitigation and emergency 
response coordination. The County plan provides detailed 
mapping, vulnerability assessments, and mitigation 
strategies for Stockton and serves as the Town’s primary 
hazard reference document.
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PRIMARY NATURAL HAZARDS
Earthquakes
Stockton is located near the Southern Oquirrh Mountains 
Fault Zone. The Utah Geological Survey has mapped this 
fault zone, which is located primarily southeast of town. 
Fault lines in yellow on the map are active faults (evidence of 
surface movement in the past 15,000 years) and have a slip 
rate of 0.2 to 1 millimeter per year.

While the fault trace lies east of town, Stockton could 
experience strong shaking, ground failure, or liquefaction 
during a major event. The fault can generate magnitude 
6.5 to 7.0 earthquakes at intervals of roughly 2,000 to 3,000 
years. 

KEY ACTIONS

1. Maintain seismic building code 
compliance

2. Retrofit older structures  
(such as the historic Town Hall)

3.
Coordinate with Tooele County 
for emergency preparedness and 
public education

Southern Oquirrh Mountains Fault Map with active faults shown in yellow
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Flooding and Drainage
Runoff from the Oquirrh foothills can cause localized 
flooding, especially where roadside ditches or culverts 
become blocked. FEMA mapping identifies limited flood 
hazard areas, but localized drainage and erosion remain 
recurring concerns.

KEY ACTIONS

1. Maintain drainage systems

2. Avoid building in flood-prone 
areas

3. Integrate flood mitigation into 
road and infrastructure projects

Wildfire
The foothill slopes and undeveloped lands around Stockton 
present a moderate to high wildfire hazard, particularly 
during dry summer conditions. Virtually the entirety of 
Stockton is located within a wildland-urban interface 
(WUI) area, and areas outside WUI are still vulnerable. 
The Stockton/South Rim Volunteer Fire Department is the 
community’s primary defense and participates in regional 
hazard mitigation efforts. The Fire Department is discussed 
in the Public Facilities Element.

KEY ACTIONS

1. Maintain defensible space around 
structures

2. Support fire mitigation in WUI 
areas

3.
Coordinate with Tooele County 
and the Utah Division of Forestry, 
Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) on 
prevention and response
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Erosion and Problem Soils
Erosive soils and slopes on the town’s periphery can cause 
road, ditch, and foundation damage. These issues are closely 
tied to flood and stormwater management. Debris flow and 
alluvial fan areas are located on the east side of town. The 
Town should avoid development in these areas. Please see 
the Tooele County Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan for maps 
and more information.

KEY ACTIONS

1. Incorporate geotechnical review 
for new development

2.
Implement best management 
practices to reduce runoff and 
erosion

Hazardous Materials (Hazmat)
State Route 36 and the Union Pacific rail line carry materials 
that could pose risk in the event of a spill or transport 
accident. The Town relies on Tooele County and the regional 
fire department for incident management. 

KEY ACTIONS

1.
Maintain coordination with 
Tooele County Emergency 
Management

2.
Ensure emergency 
communication systems and 
evacuation routes remain 
functional
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NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
Migration Corridors
Stockton is surrounded by open rangeland that supports 
a variety of wildlife species. The Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources (DWR) Migration Initiative works to increase 
understanding and public awareness of wildlife migration 
areas across the state. Through this effort, the initiative has 
mapped extensive portions of elk range near Stockton, 
identifying key movement corridors and seasonal habitat 
surrounding the community. Elk herds move seasonally 
between high-elevation summer range in the Oquirrh 
Mountains and low-elevation winter habitat surrounding 

Stockton. Portions of Soldier Canyon and the foothills 
immediately east and south of town serve as critical 
winter range, and elk regularly cross through and near the 
community, particularly along State Route 36 and Soldier 
Canyon Road. While the Town does not directly manage 
wildlife, it recognizes the importance of maintaining safe 
movement routes and reducing conflicts between residents, 
motorists, and migrating herds.

ELK HABITAT AREAS¹
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DNR has designated the winter habitat surrounding Stockton as “crucial.”

ELK MIGRATION CORRIDORS
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Wildlife-Friendly Fencing1
Encourage fencing designs that allow wildlife passage, such as three-wire fences with smooth top and bottom wires, 
and discourage impermeable fencing (chain-link, solid wood, or full privacy fencing) near known migration areas or 
open foothill edges.

Roadway Crossings2
Work with the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR) to 
identify elk crossing “hotspots” along SR-36 and Soldier Canyon Road, where herds regularly move between winter 
and summer ranges.

BEST PRACTICE POLICIES

Signage and Safety Measures3
Support installation of “Elk Crossing” or seasonal wildlife warning signage where crossings are frequent. Encourage 
UDOT or Tooele County to consider speed management or wildlife reflectors in areas with high crossing volume.

Development Review4
For new subdivisions or site plans in known crossing zones, require fencing and lighting designs that minimize impacts 
to wildlife movement (e.g., avoid long continuous fences and use downward-shielded lighting).

Winter Habitat Management5
Avoid grading, vegetation removal, or new lighting on slopes or open lands known to serve as habitat.

Public Education6
Provide short, seasonal information on the Town’s website or social media about living near elk, wildlife-friendly fencing, 
and seasonal movement awareness for residents and motorists.
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DARK SKIES
Local and Regional Efforts
Residents enjoy dark, star-filled nights. On clear evenings, 
many often see the Milky Way from their own backyards. 
They want to preserve this experience and worry that new 
development, if left unchecked, will introduce lights that 
diminish this important part of their quality of life.

Stockton recognizes that preserving this treasured resource 
will require close collaboration with Tooele County to ensure 
new development adopts dark-sky–friendly standards. 
This includes shielding exterior lighting and using warmer, 
yellow-orange fixtures instead of the cooler white-blue 
lights that have created significant skyglow and glare in 
other communities. Without reducing lighting impacts 
from new regional growth—particularly large industrial 
and commercial projects—even the strongest local efforts 
would be insufficient to prevent Stockton from losing its dark 
skies and becoming indistinguishable from the rest of the 
Wasatch Front.

Importance to Stockton
The General Plan Public Survey asked several questions 
pertaining to dark skies and residents voiced strong support. 
This makes sense as Stockton is separated from much of 
the region’s urban skyglow. Approximately 86 percent 
of residents indicated that “preserving the night sky” was 
important, with no respondents indicating disagreement. A 
similar number suggested the absence of lights at night is 
something they value.

Residents strongly indicated that the Town should take 
proactive steps to preserve the night sky. Three-fourths 
wanted all new lights to be shielded. Residents are 
concerned about how new growth could impact their starry 
nights. In interviews, several residents stated that the night 
sky is an important part of the Town’s identity. In the survey, 
nearly 60 percent voiced support to pursuing “Dark Sky” 
designation—which could be used in the Town’s branding. 
Half of residents indicated an interest in attending community 
star parties. Only 12.5 percent disagreed with pursuing Dark 
Sky designation.



80 Stockton General Plan 2026

Natural Resources and Hazards9
ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION AND RESOURCE EXTRACTION
Stockton’s early history as a mining community left behind significant environmental challenges. While mining shaped 
Stockton’s identity and early prosperity, it also resulted in long-term soil and water contamination from tailings, smelting 
operations, and waste rock disposal.

Several locations in and near Stockton have been identified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Utah 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) as Superfund or remediation sites. Environmental cleanup and remediation at 
each of these locations is very important for local residents. Accordingly, each of them is discussed in detail in this General 
Plan.

Cleanup efforts have been ongoing for decades and have included removal of contaminated soil, restrictions on residential 
construction in certain areas, and public education on minimizing exposure risks. However, the Town continues to face 
challenges related to:

•	 Managing disturbed soils during construction or grading activities;

•	 Ensuring that redevelopment of former mining properties complies with DEQ standards;

•	 Monitoring potential contamination of groundwater and stormwater; and

•	 Maintaining clear communication with residents about cleanup progress and safety precautions.

Stockton will continue to collaborate with Tooele County, EPA, DEQ, and property owners to ensure that remediation efforts 
remain effective and that redevelopment occurs safely and responsibly.
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Jacobs Smelter Superfund Site

Background
The Town of Stockton sits within the boundaries of the 
Jacobs Smelter Superfund Site, a federally designated area 
covering roughly eight square miles. The site was added to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National 
Priorities List in 2000 because of contamination from 19th-
century mining and smelting operations.

During the 1860s and 1870s, lead and silver smelting produced 
large volumes of tailings, slag, and waste rock that contained 
lead and arsenic. Over time, these materials contaminated 
soils in and around Stockton. The EPA, working with the 
Utah Department of Environmental Quality (UDEQ), has 
been investigating, cleaning up,  and monitoring the area 
for more than two decades to protect public health and the 
environment.

Site Characteristics
The Jacobs Smelter Site includes the Town of Stockton and 
nearby areas that were once home to extensive mining 
and smelting in the late 1800s. Those early operations left 
behind waste materials that released heavy metals, such 
as lead, arsenic, cadmium, and zinc, into the surrounding 
soil and water. When the EPA evaluated the area, it found 
contamination levels high enough to meet federal standards 
for cleanup under the Superfund program.

The site boundary is based on where contamination has 
been found, not on property lines. This means that any 
place where pollutants from historic smelting have spread is 
considered part of the site, regardless of who owns the land.

Site Organization
To manage cleanup, the EPA divided the site into six 
Operable Units (OUs), each representing a different area or 
set of contamination issues.

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 
commonly referred to as Superfund, is a 1980 
U.S. law that provides broad authority to clean 
up abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste 
sites. It provides funding for cleanups and allows 
for federal intervention when no responsible party 
can be identified. The Superfund designation 
identifies the Jacobs Smelter area as a priority 
site for long-term cleanup and monitoring. 
The Superfund designation does not imply 
that Stockton is unsafe. Rather, it means that 
federal and state agencies remain committed to 
continued oversight to protect public health and 
the environment.

For residents and property owners, this means:

1. Contaminated soils have been remediated or 
managed to protect health.

2. New construction or excavation must follow 
established permitting and testing procedures.

3. Information about property-specific cleanup 
and soil conditions is available through EPA and 
UDEQ.

What Is a Superfund Designation?
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This area encompasses much of Stockton’s developed area. Between 1999 and 2000, the EPA and UDEQ 
removed contaminated soils from 155 residential lots in OU1. Contaminated soil was replaced with clean 
fill, and landscaping was restored. Stockton adopted an excavation ordinance requiring testing and safe 
handling of any soils disturbed below 18 inches and later constructed a local disposal site for contaminated 
soils. OU1 was officially deleted from the National Priorities List in 2001.

OU2 - Waterman Smelter Area (Outside Stockton Limits)
This area includes many homes on the west side of town. Cleanup has been conducted on contaminated 
subdivision lots and smelter-adjacent lands since 2001. A final Record of Decision was issued in 2016 to guide 
additional work. The EPA is now reviewing the long-term effectiveness of these measures.

OU3 - Stockton Rail Yard
In 1999, Union Pacific Railroad placed a clean soil cap over contaminated soils within the rail corridor. The area 
was deleted from the National Priorities List in 2005 and remains protective through ongoing maintenance 
of the soil cover.

OU4 - Kennecott Copper Parcel
This property, between the Rawhide Ranchettes subdivision and the rail line, was cleaned up in 2008. An 
environmental covenant filed with Tooele County ensures that any future land use changes are evaluated 
for potential exposure risks.

OU1 - Residential Properties in Stockton

OU5 - Bureau of Land Management Property Northeast of Stockton
The BLM completed cleanup work in 2011 and assumed responsibility for remaining contamination. The 
EPA later determined that a portion of this area was affected by unrelated sources and removed it from the 
Superfund boundary. The BLM continues to manage cleanup of the remaining affected land.

OU6 - Chicago and Carson Buzzo Smelter Area (South of Town)
This area was separated from OU2 in 2014 to allow for specific investigation of agricultural lands and historical 
smelter sites. The EPA plans to begin additional sampling and evaluation in late 2025.
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Future Conditions and Implications
Efforts over the past couple decades represent significant 
progress: most residential and public areas have been 
cleaned up and are safe for normal use. Ongoing 
coordination among the EPA, UDEQ, BLM, and the Town 
of Stockton ensures that monitoring, testing, and protective 
measures remain in place.

Moving forward, the EPA and UDEQ will continue to 
conduct Five-Year Reviews to evaluate the effectiveness of 
the cleanup. Stockton’s ordinance and local disposal facility 
remain key tools for managing future soil disturbances. 
Portions of the site may eventually be formally deleted from 
the National Priorities List once the EPA determines that all 
cleanup objectives have been met.

The Superfund status does not prohibit development, but it 
does require additional due diligence and sometimes site-
specific environmental review to ensure compliance with 
federal and state cleanup objectives. All development or 
land disturbance within Superfund areas must consider:

1. Soil disturbance protocols and, where applicable, EPA/
UDEQ consultation before excavation or grading.

2. Avoidance of contaminated soils or tailings during 
construction or landscaping.

3. Continued institutional controls limiting residential use 
on certain parcels until cleanup is certified.

4. Coordination with the Town and state environmental 
agencies before issuing building permits in remediated 
areas.

Other Remediation Sites

Kennecott NE Stockton Property
In addition to the Jacobs Smelter Superfund Site, a smaller 
cleanup area known as the “Kennecott NE Stockton Property” 
lies on the northeast side of town near State Highway 36. This 
site is associated with past mining and smelting activity but 
was found to have limited contamination. The EPA managed 
a focused cleanup, known as a “removal action,” to address 
the issue. Because the contamination was localized and 
no longer poses a health or environmental risk, the site is 
not part of the National Priorities List and does not require 
ongoing Superfund investigation or long-term cleanup. 
The EPA now classifies it as a “Removal Only” site, meaning 
the necessary work has been completed and no additional 
assessment is needed.

Bauer Tailings
The Bauer Tailings area northwest of Stockton was once 
used for ore processing, which left behind soil and sediment 
containing lead and arsenic. EPA investigated the site 
and determined that the contamination does not present 
a significant health or environmental risk under current 
conditions. The site was not added to the Superfund list, 
and no further federal cleanup is planned at this time. The 
property is currently located outside municipal boundaries 
on the west side of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks just 
north of town.
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Resource Extraction and Gravel Operations

Background
Gravel, sand, and rock aggregate are essential materials for 
construction and infrastructure. The Town of Stockton is 
located next to a couple long-standing gravel operations 
that serve regional needs. These facilities are situated west of 
State Highway 36, with active mining and processing areas 
outside the Town’s incorporated limits.

During the survey, Stockton General Plan Open House, 
and resident interviews, many residents indicated significant 
concerns about the impacts of these gravel pits, potential 
expansion, and potential ways to mitigate these impacts. 
In light of these responses, this General Plan will provide 
greater context to assist residents and decision-makers in 
understanding legal constraints and potential actions.

In 2025, Utah House Bill 355 expanded the rights of existing 
gravel operations. Under this law, operators who lawfully 
operated before May 7, 2025, have a vested right to continue 
operations and may expand or alter their operations on site. 
These operators may also, under certain conditions, expand 
operations onto contiguous land that they own or control. 
However, this “new land” is limited to the land that they own 
or control before January 1, 2026. This can include land 
inside municipal boundaries if the land is contiguous with 
existing operations—even if contiguous through a chain of 
parcels—and is not separated by a highway. Land purchased 
or otherwise controlled after January 1, 2026, is not subject 
to these protections.

Potential Impact
One of the major operators west of Highway 36 (Kilgore 
Companies) conducts a gravel pit on land that crosses into 
Stockton municipal boundaries. The operator also owns or 
controls additional land within Stockton that is contiguous 
to their operations but has not been used as of this time. 
Under HB 355, now codified as Utah Code 10-9a-903, 
the mining company can operate and expand onto these 
parcels within Town limits even if Stockton’s Zoning Map and 
Zoning Ordinance would have otherwise disallowed it. Any 
expansion onto land that is either not contiguous or that is 
purchased or controlled after January 1, 2026, would need to 
comply with Stockton’s Zoning Ordinance.

Residents are concerned about this potential expansion. The 
historic Stockton Cemetery is surrounded by a parcel that 
appears to be owned or controlled by Kilgore. The Cemetery 
was established in 1902 and contains earlier burials. The 
Cemetery, in particular the locations of early burials, may not 
follow the exact parcel lines, which may result in some burials 
being located outside the official boundaries of the Cemetery. 
There are several protections for burials. First, the State of 
Utah has protections against disturbing existing burial sites. 
Second, before a gravel pit operator can expand onto “new 
land,” Utah Code 10-9a-903(4) allows the Town to propose 
measures to mitigate the endangerment of “public health, 
safety, and welfare.” In this situation, the operator must notify 
the Town of their intent to expand operations, and the Town 
has 90 days to notify the operator of evidence that the “new 
land will endanger the public health, safety, and welfare” and 
propose measures to mitigate the endangerment.
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The Town recognizes both the importance of the gravel industry and the need to protect the dignity, access, and cultural 
integrity of the cemetery.

Community Context and Concerns
Concerns expressed during public input include:

•	 potential visual and noise impacts of expanded mining near the cemetery and residential areas;

•	 preservation of safe and permanent public access to the cemetery;

•	 protection of burial grounds and the possibility of unmarked graves beyond recorded boundaries;

•	 maintenance of public welfare and safety, including dust, vibration, and slope stability; and

•	 the need for clear communication between operators, residents, and government agencies.

Legal and Regulatory Setting
Under Utah Code §§ 10-9a-901 through -905 and 17-41-402, municipalities:

may not prohibit or restrict a vested gravel pit use or its expansion onto qualifying contiguous land, 
except where the expansion would endanger public health, safety, or welfare;

may require reasonable mitigation measures that do not exceed state environmental standards; and

retain authority to regulate related impacts such as transportation routes, hours of operation, noise, 
and visual buffering, provided those measures are consistent with state law.

In addition, Utah Code § 76-5-802 protects cemeteries and burial sites from disturbance or desecration, and the Utah 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining requires operators to address cultural and historic resources as part of their mining and 
reclamation plans.
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NATURAL RESOURCES AND HAZARDS GOALS

Goal 1: Protect Stockton’s Residents, Property, and Infrastructure From Natural Hazards

A. Incorporate hazard mitigation into local 
planning and decision-making

1 Use the Tooele County Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
Plan as Stockton’s hazard reference and update 
coordination after each County plan revision

2 Require drainage and geotechnical review for 
new development in flood-prone, steep, or 
unstable areas

3
Integrate hazard-resilient design—such as 
stormwater controls, slope stabilization, and 
defensible space—into public infrastructure 
and private development

B. Maintain emergency readiness through 
coordination and outreach

1 Continue to rely on and coordinate with Tooele 
County Emergency Management for response 
planning, evacuation routes, and training

2 Support the Stockton/South Rim Volunteer 
Fire Department in wildfire preparedness and 
community education

3 Provide seasonal public information on hazards 
such as flooding, earthquakes, wildfire, and 
hazmat incidents

Goal 2: Conserve Stockton’s Natural Environment and Wildlife Habitat

A. Maintain safe wildlife migration routes and 
seasonal habitats

1 Work with UDOT and DWR to identify elk 
crossing hotspots along SR-36 and Soldier 
Canyon Road

2 Support wildlife crossing signage and 
encourage speed management or reflectors in 
high-traffic crossing areas

3
Encourage wildlife-friendly fencing (three-wire, 
smooth top/bottom) and downward-shielded 
lighting in new development near migration 
routes

4 Avoid grading, vegetation removal, or new 
lighting on winter range slopes and open 
foothills

5 Share seasonal information with residents 
about living near elk and minimizing conflicts

B. Protect rural character, open space, and night 
skies

1 Encourage residents to use Dark Sky-compliant 
fixtures for exterior lighting

2 Educate residents on the benefits of shielding 
lights and reducing color temperature of 
outdoor lighting

3 Review the city’s lighting standards, especially 
for new developments, to reduce light pollution

4 Consider pursuing designation as a “Dark Sky 
Community”

5 Coordinate with Tooele County and 
neighboring towns to promote Dark Sky 
lighting standards
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Goal 3: Support Safe Environmental Remediation & Hazmat Response

A. Coordinate ongoing cleanup and soil 
management

1 Continue working with the EPA and DEQ to 
monitor the Jacobs Smelter Superfund Site and 
related cleanup areas

2 Review, update, and enforce the Town’s 
excavation and soil handling ordinance for 
projects disturbing contaminated ground

3 Provide clear guidance to residents and builders 
about soil testing and disposal requirements

4 Participate in the EPA’s Five-Year Review process 
to ensure remediation remains protective

B. Maintain hazmat readiness for SR-36 and UP 
rail

1 Keep an updated contact tree and operating 
procedures for hazmat incidents with County 
EM and the railroad

2 Ensure evacuation routes and public alerts are 
documented and communicated

3 Inventory and maintain hazmat trailer and 
equipment

4 Schedule periodic hazmat drills

Goal 4: Balance Natural Resource Use With Community Safety, Cultural Protection, and 
Environmental Stewardship

A. Manage potential gravel and extraction 
impacts near Stockton

1 Coordinate with gravel operators and Tooele 
County to address dust, noise, and traffic 
impacts

2 Maintain communication with residents, 
operators, and regulators regarding mining 
activity and community concerns

3 Encourage early coordination between 
operators and Town officials prior to any 
expansion or plan modification

4 Conduct periodic community meetings 
to update residents on mining-related 
developments

SOURCES
¹ Utah DNR Wildlife Migration Initiative https://wildlifemigration.utah.
gov/land-animals/corridors/.

https://wildlifemigration.utah.gov/land-animals/corridors/.
https://wildlifemigration.utah.gov/land-animals/corridors/.
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Chapter 10: Public Facilities and Services
TOWN ADMINISTRATION  
AND CAPACITY
Stockton operates under the Mayor–Council form of 
government, consistent with Utah state law. The Mayor and 
five-member Town Council provide policy direction, enact 
ordinances, and oversee key community functions. Each 
Council member is assigned specific areas of responsibility 
to ensure hands-on oversight of town operations.

Day-to-day administration is carried out by a small 
but dedicated team of Town staff. The Town Clerk and 
Treasurer manage general administration, budgeting, 
and recordkeeping, while the Public Works Department 
oversees the operation and maintenance of Stockton’s 
water, sewer, and street systems. Public works personnel 
are state-certified in water and wastewater operations, 
ensuring compliance with Utah Division of Drinking Water 
and environmental regulations. Stockton supports ongoing 
training and certification to maintain technical expertise and 
operational redundancy in essential services.

Because of its small size, Stockton relies on a combination 
of employees, volunteers, and contracted professionals to 
deliver high-quality public services efficiently. The Town 
contracts for legal counsel, engineering, planning, and 
building inspection services, as well as projects such as water, 
sewer, and GIS, allowing it to access specialized expertise 
without the expense of maintaining full-time professional 
staff. Fire protection is provided by the Stockton/South 
Rim Volunteer Fire Department, which coordinates closely 
with Tooele County Emergency Management and regional 
partners. Volunteers fill the fire department staff, along with 
many other tasks throughout the town, such as community 
events, cemetery maintenance, and park beautification. 

The Town’s Planning and Zoning Commission, composed 
of volunteer residents, serves as an advisory body to 
the Town Council on land use, subdivision, and zoning 
matters. The Commission reviews development proposals, 
makes recommendations on ordinance amendments, and 
ensures that growth aligns with the General Plan. Stockton 
encourages ongoing training for commission members to 
promote consistency and effectiveness in decision-making.
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The Town’s organizational structure is lean and efficient:

•	 The Mayor and Town Council provide leadership and 
policy direction.

•	 The Town Clerk and Treasurer manage administrative and 
financial operations.

•	 The Public Works Department—consisting of a Public 
Works Director and a Watermaster/Sewermaster—
maintains critical infrastructure and oversees water and 
sewer systems.

•	 The Fire Department provides emergency and hazard 
response.

•	 The Planning and Zoning Commission advises on land use 
and development.

•	 Contracted professionals and County partnerships provide 
specialized technical and legal services.

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND TOWN HALL
Stockton’s Town Hall is housed in the historic Stockton 
School. Constructed in 1929 and designed by the noted 
architectural firm Scott & Welch, the building was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2018. The Stockton 
School represents the Town’s early commitment to education 
and civic improvement. For more than half a century, the 
school served students from Stockton and nearby mining 
communities before being converted to the Town Hall in the 
1980s.

The building is a Colonial Revival–inspired brick structure that 
retains much of its historic integrity despite some reversible 
alterations, such as the boarding of the original classroom 
windows during its conversion to municipal use. The school’s 
original design reflected an era of educational progress in 
rural Utah, and Stockton’s building remains one of the few 
surviving examples of Scott & Welch’s small-town school 
architecture.

Following the school’s closure in 1984, the building was 
adapted for civic use and has since served as the seat of 
local government, housing Town offices, council chambers, 
and community space. Earlier General Plans described the 
building as a “symbol of Stockton’s civic pride and heritage,” 
a sentiment that continues to hold true today. The building 
now also houses the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers (DUP) 
Museum, which occupies one of the original classrooms and 
preserves artifacts and photographs from Stockton’s mining 
and settlement history.

Despite its historic and cultural significance, the structure 
presents serious functional challenges. It lacks a full heating 
system and has no central air conditioning, contributing to 
high utility and maintenance costs. The council chambers 
are too small to accommodate large public meetings, and 
the building is not ADA-compliant, limiting accessibility for 
some residents. For larger gatherings, the Town Council and 
Planning Commission often meet at the Fire Department or 
outdoors under the park pavilion.
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The building also has substantial deferred maintenance, 
including window restoration, cosmetic repairs, accessibility 
improvements, and structural updates. These limitations 
underscore the Town’s long-term need for a new municipal 
facility that is energy-efficient, ADA-compliant, and large 
enough to accommodate public participation in civic events.

Nevertheless, the Town intends to preserve and reuse the 
historic school building regardless of any future construction. 
Stockton’s residents consider it an irreplaceable piece of the 
community’s history and architectural heritage. While the 
DUP Museum could potentially expand its use of the space, 
it is unlikely to fill the building entirely. The Town will explore 
additional adaptive reuse opportunities, such as a cultural 
center, small community meeting venue, or educational 
space, to help sustain and maintain the building for future 
generations. Preserving the Stockton School as a living 
part of civic life—while planning for a new, functional Town 
Hall—will allow Stockton to honor its past while meeting the 
practical needs of the future.

CITY OUTREACH
Effective communication between the Town and its 
residents is essential to maintaining and promoting trust 
and community involvement. Stockton’s small size allows 
for direct and personal interaction with residents. The Town 
currently uses several methods to keep residents informed 
and engaged:

•	 Monthly Town newsletter: Distributed in print and 
online. This serves as the primary means of sharing Town 
news, upcoming events, and meeting information.

•	 Town of Stockton’s official website: Provides 
access to ordinances, meeting agendas, minutes, forms, 
announcements, and personnel and contact information.

•	 Social media (Facebook): The Facebook page is used 
for Town updates, public notices, and reminders. It is a 
moderated page, mostly limited to official Town posts. 
The Fire Department also maintains an active Facebook 
page with a large local following, frequently sharing safety 
information, restrictions, and emergency updates. The Fire 
Department Facebook page serves a broader regional 
audience.

•	 Portable roadside message sign: This is placed along 
the highway to announce meetings and community 
events.

43.4%  
of respondents would like to see a 

community center in town
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The 2025 community survey shows that Stockton’s communication efforts are generally well-received:

91% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that it is important for them to receive communication from 
the Town about local happenings.

76% follow local news through the monthly newsletter, while 61% use social media and 26% use the Town 
website.

The most preferred communication tools are the newsletter (71%), website (64%), Facebook page (53%), and 
bulletin board or Post Office postings (51%).

However, only about 46% of respondents said they are satisfied with their access to community information, 
with 20% expressing dissatisfaction and 34% neutral.

These results indicate that Stockton’s current outreach methods are effective and well-trusted, but that the Town can continue 
improving information accessibility and consistency—especially for residents who may not use social media or digital tools 
regularly.

The Town’s communication strategy should emphasize both digital and physical outreach, ensuring that all residents—
longtime locals, commuters, and new arrivals alike—can access timely and accurate information. Maintaining a mix of 
traditional tools (newsletter, bulletin board, highway sign) and modern platforms (website, Facebook) reflects the Town’s 
inclusive, small-town approach.









What would be your preferred 
method to obtain information from 

and about Stockton?  
(Select all that apply)

55 Responses

Monthly Town Newsletter → 70.9%

Town Website → 63.6%

Facebook → 52.7%

Town Bulletin & Post Office → 50.9%

Newspaper → 12.7%

Instagram → 10.9%

X (Formerly Twitter) → 3.6%

Blog → 3.6%

I am happy with my current access  
to community information. 

56 Responses

Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree

8.9%

33.9% 35.7%

10.7%10.7%
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
Until recently, Stockton maintained a small local police 
department composed of two officers who provided local 
community policing. The department was disbanded due to 
staffing, administrative, and liability challenges.

Law enforcement is now provided by the Tooele 
County Sheriff’s Office, which covers the entire county’s 
unincorporated areas and smaller towns. While this 
arrangement ensures continued coverage, many residents 
feel the loss of Stockton’s personalized police presence. 
In survey comments and community outreach, residents 
frequently noted that the former local officers “knew the 
community,” “understood the residents,” and “handled 
problems with discretion.” This was backed up by the public 
survey, where over 60% of residents indicated they preferred 
a local police department, and only 12% were content with 
the status quo.

Residents expressed both appreciation for the County’s 
assistance and frustration over slower response times and 

a lack of community familiarity. The Town recognizes these 
trade-offs and will continue exploring methods to improve 
law enforcement, which may include efforts such as:

•	 contracting with Tooele County for enhanced patrol hours 
or a dedicated deputy;

•	 exploring cost-sharing grants where Stockton coordinates 
with Toole County as the applicant;

•	 organizing local opportunities for structured community 
feedback on recurring issues, such as traffic issues, code 
enforcement challenges, and neighborhood disputes;

•	 establishing a part-time town marshal or shared position 
with another small community; and

•	 reinvesting in neighborhood watch programs and 
community engagement in safety efforts.

Stockton’s priority is to maintain safety while fostering the 
sense of trust and responsiveness that residents valued 
under the local department.
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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
Fire protection and emergency response in Stockton are 
provided by the Stockton Volunteer Fire Department, which 
also serves the unincorporated community of South Rim. 
Together, these communities operate as a single volunteer 
department with two fire stations, one located in Stockton 
and the other in South Rim. The South Rim Station was 
officially opened in June 2025. 

The department is led and supported by a dedicated team 
of trained volunteers. The department provides structural, 
wildland, rescue, and hazardous materials response 
capabilities.

Organization and Equipment
Two Stations: Stockton and South Rim operate jointly under 
one command structure. Equipment and personnel are 
shared between both stations as needed.

Budget: Approximately two-thirds of the department’s 
budget is funded by Tooele County. County reimbursement 
is based on the number of service calls handled each year.

Much of this fleet has been acquired within the past few 
years, representing a major expansion in response capacity. 
With both a new South Rim station and recent vehicle 
acquisitions, the department does not anticipate further 
expansion in the near term but will continue focusing on 
training, maintenance, and coordination.

VEHICLES AND APPARATUS  
(10 total)

2 structural engines

2 rescue trucks

3 brush trucks

1 emergency management truck 
(required under HB 96, 2023)

1 hazmat trailer

1 water tender

1 UTV  
(planned for future addition)

Regional Coordination and Hazmat Preparedness
The Stockton/South Rim Fire Department coordinates 
closely with Tooele County Emergency Management and 
neighboring jurisdictions to ensure regional readiness. The 
department regularly participates in countywide emergency 
planning and training exercises and responds to mutual aid 
requests when needed.

Tooele County recently completed a Hazardous Materials 
(Hazmat) study identifying key risks associated with rail 
and highway transport corridors that pass through or near 
Stockton. The department maintains specialized equipment, 
including a hazmat trailer, to respond to potential incidents 
involving hazardous materials. Because Stockton lies along a 
key transportation corridor (Highway 36 and the Union Pacific 
rail line), ongoing collaboration among the Fire Department, 
Town, and County is essential to ensure response capabilities 
keep pace with growth and evolving hazards. The Fire Chief 
or department representatives regularly attend Stockton 
Town Council and Tooele County meetings to maintain 
coordination and advise on development, infrastructure, 
and safety considerations.

Community Engagement and Survey Results
Stockton residents expressed overwhelming support for their 
volunteer fire department in the 2025 Community Survey:

•	 90% of respondents said it is “very important” for Stockton 
to maintain a quality fire department.

•	 50% said they are familiar with the services the department 
provides; 25% said they were not familiar, and another 
25% were unsure.

•	 Similar results were reported for understanding how 
the volunteer department operates and what it takes to 
volunteer.
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These results reflect strong community appreciation for 
the volunteer fire department, while also highlighting the 
importance of continued public education and outreach 
to build awareness and encourage participation. The Fire 
Department actively maintains a popular Facebook page, 
which serves as an effective communication tool for sharing 
updates, safety tips, fire restrictions, and best practices 
with residents. This outreach helps strengthen public 
understanding of the department’s work and keeps the 
community informed and engaged.

Challenges and Future Priorities
•	 Volunteer Recruitment and Retention: As the region 

grows, maintaining a strong volunteer base will remain 
critical to sustaining service levels.

•	 Training and Certification: Continuous training is 
essential to maintain state certification, especially given the 
department’s range of response types.

•	 Growth Coordination: Future residential and commercial 
development, particularly in South Rim and the southern 
parts of Stockton, should be closely coordinated with the 
Fire Department to ensure adequate access, water flow, 
and emergency response times.

•	 Funding Stability: Continued partnership with Tooele 
County will be key to sustaining reliable funding and 
equipment maintenance.

71.9%  
of respondents strongly agree that 
it is important Stockton maintains a 

quality fire department

I am confident I know  
how our volunteer fire department works

57 Responses

Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree

12.3%
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22.8% 22.8%
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CODE ENFORCEMENT
Stockton aims to keep its neighborhoods attractive and well 
cared for while respecting the rights of individual property 
owners. Maintaining this attractive community appearance 
and safety has at times been a challenge for Stockton. Like 
most small towns, Stockton does not employ a full-time code 
enforcement officer. Instead, enforcement responsibilities are 
shared among the Town Clerk, Mayor, and Town Council, 
who respond to complaints and work directly with property 
owners to resolve issues. This approach has traditionally 
relied on voluntary compliance and community cooperation 
rather than formal citations.

While this system reflects Stockton’s strong emphasis on 
property rights and small-town neighborliness, it has also 
limited the Town’s ability to address chronic issues such as 
junked vehicles, weeds, debris, and outdoor storage. Many 
properties in town show signs of neglect, and residents 
have expressed concern that the current approach does 
not adequately maintain community appearance or fairness 
among neighbors.

The 2025 General Plan Survey confirmed this sentiment:

•	 Only one-third of respondents said they are content 
with the current level of code enforcement.

•	 Nearly half agreed that the Town should “proactively 
use code enforcement to ensure properties are kept 
up,” compared to just 15% who disagreed.

•	 Half of respondents said they are not confident they 
know how to report a violation or understand the 
code enforcement process.

These results suggest that while residents value personal 
freedom and property rights, there is also strong support 
for consistent, transparent, and proactive enforcement—
especially for chronic or safety-related violations.

The Town will continue to emphasize education and 
voluntary compliance while improving outreach, consistency, 
and opportunities for community participation. Code 
enforcement will remain a community partnership, built 
around shared responsibility rather than punishment.

How content are you with the current amount  
of code enforcement?

57 Responses

Strongly 
Discontent

Neutral Content Strongly 
Content

10.5%

47.4%

21.1%
12.3%8.8%
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To that end, Stockton will consider reintroducing and expanding voluntary clean-up programs, such as:

1 Town-wide Clean-Up Days with roll-off dumpsters for debris disposal

2 Abandoned vehicle collection events in coordination with Tooele County and local towing services

3 Collaboration with the Tooele Army Depot scrap metal recycling program to encourage responsible disposal and 
reuse

The Town should use its communication channels (monthly newsletter and social media) to encourage neighborhood 
cleanup and code enforcement by: 

1 Promoting neighborhood cleanup campaigns

2 Informing residents on resources and regulations

3 Publishing clear information on how to report a code violation

4 Outlining the enforcement process and response timelines

ANIMAL CONTROL
Animal control in Stockton is provided through Tooele County 
Animal Control, which handles enforcement, impoundment, 
and field response. The Town does not employ its own 
animal control officer but coordinates with the County when 
needed. Locally, the Town Clerk, Mayor, and Council assist 
with communication and complaints, focusing on education 
and voluntary compliance before formal enforcement.

Common issues include loose or stray dogs, barking, and 
livestock containment, which are typical of small rural towns. 
Stockton promotes responsible pet ownership and works 
cooperatively with residents to address concerns. The Town 
maintains licensing and leash ordinances and encourages 
compliance through outreach rather than penalties.

The 2025 community survey found that 46% of residents 
did not know how to contact animal control or understand 
enforcement procedures, while only 23% felt confident. 
These results indicate a need for clearer communication and 
easier public access to animal control information.

Stockton can strengthen its approach by clearly publishing 
Tooele County Animal Control contact information, outlining 
reporting procedures, and continuing coordination with 
the County Sheriff’s Office. Emphasizing public education, 
transparency, and interagency cooperation will help improve 
service awareness and maintain Stockton’s neighborly 
approach to enforcement.

I am confident I know how to contact animal control and 
understand their regulations and enforcement actions.

57 Responses

Strongly 
Disagree

Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree

21.1%

31.6%

14%
8.8%
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SEWER
The Town of Stockton owns and operates a municipal 
wastewater collection and treatment system that serves 
properties within the Town’s incorporated limits. 

The Town’s treatment facility consists of a multi-cell lagoon 
system located south of the community. The system 
operates well and is currently functioning well below its 
design capacity. Stockton has significant additional capacity 
available to support modest future growth. One lagoon cell 
is presently inactive but maintained in reserve to preserve 
its structural integrity and treatment capability. The Town 
periodically introduces water into this dormant cell to prevent 
cracking and ensure it remains viable for future use.

The Public Works Department manages the operation 
and maintenance of the sewer system under the direction 
of the Town’s certified Watermaster/Sewermaster. Regular 
inspection, maintenance, and compliance reporting are 
conducted to meet the requirements of the Utah Division of 
Water Quality (DWQ). The system has a strong compliance 
record, with no recent violations or major maintenance 
concerns.

Although the system has substantial unused capacity today, 
Stockton recognizes the importance of long-term planning 
and responsible asset management. Lagoon systems require 
periodic maintenance to control vegetation, manage sludge 
buildup, and protect embankments from erosion. The Town 
should continue setting aside funds for future rehabilitation 
or lining projects and monitor potential regulatory changes 
that could affect treatment or reporting standards.

Stockton’s policy requires that properties be annexed into 
the Town before connecting to municipal water or sewer 
services. The Town’s long-term goal is to preserve a safe, 
compliant, and cost-effective wastewater system that can 
serve existing residents and future growth within Town 
boundaries.

SOLID WASTE
Stockton previously managed its own solid waste collection 
program, but maintenance and operation of Town-owned 
equipment—particularly frequent dump truck repairs—
proved costly and inefficient for a small community. The 
Town has since transitioned to contracted private collection 
services, which has significantly improved reliability and 
reduced long-term costs. Residents have responded 
positively to the change, and the system is functioning 
effectively. The Town will continue to monitor service quality, 
coordinate with the provider on scheduling, and address 
illegal dumping or bulk waste issues as they arise.
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STOCKTON CEMETERY
The Stockton Cemetery is among the community’s most 
historically and culturally significant landmarks. Established 
formally in 1902, with burials dating back to the late 
19th century, the cemetery represents the earliest era of 
permanent settlement in Stockton and the surrounding 
Tooele Valley. Within its modest acreage rest miners, 
merchants, veterans—including from the Civil War—and 
families who helped establish the original mining town.

Because the cemetery predates modern land-use boundaries 
and is now surrounded by privately owned land used for 
gravel extraction, the Town recognizes both its vulnerability 
and its heritage value. Working with the Utah State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) offers a direct way to promote 
long-term protection. Through SHPO, the Town can pursue 
a Determination of Eligibility or listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Either path formally acknowledges the 
cemetery’s historic integrity and ensures that it will receive 
state and federal review whenever nearby projects—such 
as mining expansions or infrastructure improvements—may 
affect it. Under Utah Administrative Code R647-4-123, the 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining must coordinate with SHPO 
to avoid or mitigate impacts to properties listed on or eligible 
for the National Register. Establishing eligibility is therefore 
both a historic preservation achievement and a strategic 
safeguard that integrates the cemetery into the State’s official 
cultural-resource framework.

As part of this process, the Town will compile historic records, 
maps, and oral histories documenting the cemetery’s origins 
and early burials. It will also share boundary data and 
access routes with both SHPO and the Division of Oil, Gas, 
and Mining to ensure the site is mapped as a protected 
cultural resource. To strengthen its case and enhance the 
site’s educational value, Stockton can implement modest 
improvement projects, which may include:

•	 Interpretive signage explaining the town’s mining heritage

•	 Restoration of original grave markers and fencing

•	 Improved landscaping using native plantings

•	 Parking or walking areas designed for respectful visitation

These projects may be great candidates for local service 
projects, such as Eagle Scout or school service projects. Grant 
funding for assistance may be available through resources 
like Utah’s Certified Local Government (CLG) and heritage-
tourism programs through the Utah Office of Tourism.

By combining historical documentation, physical 
improvements, and formal coordination with SHPO, the 
Town of Stockton can both honor its pioneers and enhance 
the cemetery’s protection within the state’s preservation 
system, helping the Stockton Cemetery remain a visible 
and respected part of the community’s identity for future 
generations.
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PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES GOALS

Goal 1: Maintain a Lean, Effective Town Organization With the Capacity to Deliver Core 
Services

A. Strengthen administrative capacity and 
continuity

1 Maintain written standard operating procedures 
for budgeting, records, procurement, grants, 
and public noticing

2 Cross-train the Clerk, Treasurer, and Public 
Works on essential tasks to ensure coverage 
during absences

3
Provide ongoing training for the Town Clerk, 
Treasurer, Public Works staff, and Planning 
Commission to ensure compliance with state 
certification and open-meeting requirements

4
Continue to use contracted professional 
services for legal, engineering, planning, and 
building inspection tasks where specialized 
expertise is needed

B. Plan for a future modern Town Hall while 
preserving the historic school building

1 Pursue state and federal grant funding for 
historic preservation, energy efficiency, and 
rural facility improvement

2 Maintain and adaptively reuse the historic 
Stockton School for civic and cultural purposes 
such as museum, meeting, or educational space

3
Implement priority repairs to the historic 
building, including accessibility, HVAC, and 
window restoration, while exploring adaptive 
reuse options
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Goal 2: Provide Reliable Public Safety, Emergency Response, and Code Enforcement

A. Improve law-enforcement service and 
community trust

1 Negotiate with Tooele County Sheriff for 
enhanced patrol hours or a named liaison/
deputy for Stockton

2 Hold periodic coordination meetings to review 
response times, hot spots, and community 
feedback

3 Publish a simple reporting guide (who to call, 
what to expect, timelines) on the Town website 
and in the newsletter

4 Evaluate options for a part-time town marshal/
shared position if service gaps persist

B. Sustain a strong volunteer fire and emergency 
response program

1
Continue annual training and certification for 
structural, wildland, and hazmat response, in 
coordination with Tooele County Emergency 
Management

2 Pursue equipment/training grants to maintain 
a quality department

3 Continue to actively promote volunteerism and 
spotlight fire department volunteers in public 
outreach material

4 Maintain the maintenance and replacement 
schedule

5 Coordinate development review with the Fire 
Department for access, hydrants/flows, and 
response times

C. Improve consistency and transparency in 
enforcement

1 Publish a code enforcement guide outlining 
common violations, reporting, and procedures.

2 Emphasize education and voluntary 
compliance before formal enforcement actions

3 Focus limited enforcement resources on health, 
safety, and chronic violations

4
Reintroduce voluntary community clean-
up programs and promote neighborhood 
cooperation through Town communication 
channels
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Goal 3: Communicate Clearly and Consistently With Residents to Strengthen Trust and 
Participation

A. Provide timely, accessible information 
through multiple platforms

1 Continue publishing a monthly Town newsletter 
in print and online as the primary source of 
community information

2 Maintain the Town website and Facebook page 
for timely updates, meeting notices, and public 
announcements

3 Promote outreach efforts, such as social media, 
the website, and newsletter

4 Use the portable roadside sign and bulletin 
boards to reach residents who do not use 
digital platforms

B. Improve transparency and responsiveness

1 Publish a public information guide explaining 
how to report issues such as code concerns, 
animal control, or public works needs

2 Establish clear response timelines for inquiries 
and complaints to promote accountability

3 Track and summarize resident requests and 
responses to identify recurring issues and 
guide service improvements

4 Annex properties that can be served without 
requiring higher tax rates for existing residents

Goal 4: Maintain Reliable, Compliant, and Cost-Effective Utility Services

A. Preserve wastewater treatment capacity and 
system integrity

1
Maintain a comprehensive operations and 
maintenance schedule for the Town’s lagoon 
system, including vegetation control and 
embankment monitoring

2 Fund periodic maintenance and rehabilitation 
projects, such as lining repairs or sludge 
removal

3 Require annexation before new sewer 
connections are approved

4 Continue compliance with Utah Division of 
Water Quality (DWQ) reporting and permit 
standards

B. Provide efficient solid waste services

1 Review the solid waste service contract 
periodically to verify service quality, rates, and 
scheduling

2 Sponsor Town clean-up events and coordinate 
with Tooele County for roll-off dumpsters and 
recycling options.

3 Provide public information on bulk-waste 
disposal, recycling, and reporting of illegal 
dumping
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Goal 5: Preserve and Protect the Stockton Cemetery as a Historic, Cultural, and Community 
Landmark

A. Maintain and enhance the cemetery’s 
condition

1
Coordinate with the Utah State Historic 
Preservation Office to establish the cemetery’s 
eligibility for the National Register of Historic 
Places and integrate it into state preservation 
databases

2
Implement interpretive and site improvement 
projects, such as signage, native landscaping, 
and marker restoration, through grants and 
community volunteering

3 Maintain safe access, fencing, and visitor 
amenities

4 Encourage service projects to help preserve 
and beautify the site

B. Protect the cemetery from incompatible 
adjacent uses

1
Proactively study potential health, safety, and 
welfare impacts of gravel pit expansion near 
residences and the cemetery before any 
formal expansion proposal is submitted

2
Identify and document reasonable mitigation 
measures—such as landscape berms, dust 
control, slope stabilization, visual screening, 
fencing, entrance corridor design, and access 
road preservation—to be applied if mining 
operations expand near Town boundaries

3
Coordinate with the Utah Division of Oil, 
Gas, and Mining and Utah State Historic 
Preservation Office to identify and map graves 
located outside of the cemetery parcel

4
Pursue buffering or land acquisition 
opportunities to permanently preserve 
cemetery boundaries and safeguard its setting 
from future industrial impacts
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